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June 16, 1997
CONSERVATIONISTS HONOR K EM M IS FOR DISTINGUISHED SERV ICE
M ISSO U LA —
Philosopher and former politician Daniel Kemmis, director of the Center for the Rocky
Mountain West at The University of Montana—Missoula, recently received a Distinguished Service
Award from a leading scientific organization devoted to biodiversity conservation.
The Society for Conservation Biology gives the award annually in several categories to
nonscientists who have made extraordinary contributions to conservation nationally and globally.
Kemmis was recognized for social, economic and political work, a category whose previous
winners include Vice President A1 Gore.
"The recognition of Mr. Kemmis speaks to the rising interest in conserving natural
landscapes and human communities in the rapidly changing American W est," said Kurt Meine,
chair of the society’s awards committee. "He is a pioneer in articulating a political philosophy that
takes biotic communities and the nature of place itself into account and putting that philosophy into
practice."
A dominant theme running through much of Kemmis’ recent work is the need to better
understand the fundamental interdependence between cities and their surrounding regions.
"It is important not to make such strong distinctions between urban and rural places and
urban and rural policy," he said.
This is Kemmis’ second prestigious award in the past six months. In January he received
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the Charles Frankel Prize in the Humanities from the National Endowment for the Humanities.
As a humanist Kemmis values the conservation biologists’ award as acknowledgment of the
broad perspective of his efforts.
"As a nonscientist, I’m pleased to receive this award from a distinguished scientific
organization," Kemmis said. "But I ’m most pleased by the recognition it gives the community, the
University and the center for their good work in the field of conservation."
The Society for Conservation Biology is a U.S.-based international organization founded
in 1986.
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